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GIOVANNA ROMAGNOLI AND GIANLUCA CUCCHIARA PRESENT
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FOR ONE NIGHT ONLY AT 
THE OTHER PALACE
 ON 30 NOVEMBER 2026 
 
DIRECTED BY ELEESHA DRENNAN
WITH MUSIC BY GIANLUCA CUCCHIARA, 
LYRICS BY ANDREW JAMES WHELAN AND 
BOOK BY CLIVE FRAYNE

AYLA: A New Musical is an original musical from award-winning composer and producer Gianluca Cucchiara and Academy Award and BAFTA-winning producer Giovanna Romagnoli. Following a development period over several years; through workshops, readings, concerts and recordings, this highly anticipated musical will have a one-night, semi-staged concert accompanied by a four-piece band at The Other Palace on 30 November 2026. 
Set in a future where a dying natural world has divided communities through fear and the struggle for survival, the story follows a young woman faced with the choice to accept the world she has inherited or find the courage to change it. 
Current casting includes, Nathania Ong (Les Misérables) as Ayla, Djavan van de Fliert (Frozen) as Mohr, Arlissa (Singer-songwriter of “Hard to Love Somebody”) as Sindah, Astrid Harris (Titaníque) as Tonah, Glenn Adamson (Bat Out of Hell) as Rooh and Jonathan Andrew Hume (The Lion King) as Crohm. Further cast to be announced in due course. 
When the world lost its fire, she found her own.
Following the release of its concept album, which is reaching a growing international audience, AYLA: A New Musical is a story of courage, leadership and the choice to imagine a future beyond fear and division. 
The creative team includes: music by Gianluca Cucchiara, lyrics by Andrew James Whelan, book by Clive Frayne, adaptation for The Other Palace by Gianluca Cucchiara and Giovanna Romagnoli, original concept by Tony Cucchiara, dramaturgy by Michael Conley and direction by Eleesha Drennan.


NOTES TO EDITORS

NATHANIA ONG (ALYA)
In 2022, she began playing Éponine in the West End production of Les Misérables at the Sondheim Theatre. In 2024, she was cast as Eliza in the West End production of Hamilton. She recently starred as Elle Woods in Legally Blonde and performed her solo concert Honest in Singapore.

DJAVAN VAN DE FLIERT (MOHR)
Djavan made a notable debut as Kristoﬀ in Frozen in the West End. His career has since expanded to include roles such as Enjolras in Les Misérables (Sondheim Theatre) and Freddy in My Fair Lady (Curve). Most recently, he played young Henry Fraser in The Little Big Things at Amsterdam’s Royal Theatre Carré.

ARLISSA (SINDAH)
Singer-songwriter Arlissa has performed sold-out shows in London, New York and Los Angeles. Her song “Hearts Ain’t Gonna Lie” has surpassed 100 million Spotify streams to date.

ASTRID HARRIS (TONAH)
Astrid currently stars as Céline Dion in the Olivier Award-winning Titaníque at the Criterion Theatre, having previously played the role in the show’s Paris production. Before making her West End debut, she performed internationally for seven years with her own show, Decades of Divas, following a background in opera and classical singing.

GLENN ADAMSON (ROOH)
Glenn is best known for playing Strat in Jim Steinman’s Bat Out of Hell in the West End and on its UK, US and Australian tours, as well as in the filmed version released in cinemas. His other stage credits include John in the world premiere of Dark of the Moon, Dave in Closer to Heaven, Theo in American Idiot and standby Galileo in We Will Rock You.

JONATHAN ANDREW HUME (CROHM)
Jonathan is best known for playing Simba in The Lion King in both the West End and Singapore productions. He plays the role of Kevin J in the Olivier Award-winning Best New Musical Come From Away. He is currently in Jane Eyre at Southwark Playhouse.

GIOVANNA ROMAGNOLI (PRODUCER)
Giovanna is an Academy & Bafta Award–winning producer (Best Foreign Film: Cinema Paradiso) with over forty years of experience across film, music, and theatre. Her career includes collaborations with leading international artists and institutions, from long-term support of the renowned Compagnia Glauco Mauri to the co-production of Dance, Pinocchio by Pooh, and Lennon & John. 

GIANLUCA CUCCHIARA (PRODUCER AND COMPOSER)
Gianluca received the Best Original Song award at the L. A. International Film Festival and the Best Original Score award at the NYC Indie Film Awards. Since 2001, he has written the music for Mattina in Famiglia, a long-running programme on Italian national television. His work as a composer for the stage includes Mac Gregors the Musical, directed by Baayork Lee; the musicals Dance! & Le Notti di Cabiria directed by Saverio Marconi; L’altra Cenerentola with Paola Cortellesi. He is currently developing two new musicals: Ayla and Scissorella, the latter recently presented at Sadler’s Wells East.

ANDREW JAMES WHELAN (LYRICIST)
Andrew is a lyricist, writer & composer for theatre, TV and radio, whose work has appeared in the West End, oﬀ Broadway and internationally. Credits include About Face (Royal Opera House), Flantastic (Granada TV – BAFTA Nominated), Henry V, Macbeth, Much Ado about Nothing (Arundel Festival), A Midsummer Night’s Dream (ECSU & oﬀ Broadway) and One Knight Only (Comedy Theatre, London for Helen Mirren, Judi Dench, Dianna Rigg, Eileen Atkins & Maggie Smith).

ELEESHA DRENNAN (CHOREOGRAPHER)
Eleesha is an award-winning choreographer and director, and Artistic Director of Eleesha Drennan Dance. She works across dance, theatre and music in the commercial and funded arts sectors, including as Choreography Supervisor for the ground-breaking virtual concert ABBA Voyage. Eleesha is a Sky Academy Fellow, winner of a Sky Arts Award (Channel Rose, 2014), and was awarded First Prize at the International Tanz Theatre Festival Stuttgart (Whiskers, 2012).

CLIVE FRAYNE (SCRIPT)
Scriptwriter Clive Frayne brings a wealth of screenwriting and production experience to script development. Projects cultivated under his guidance consistently attract high-level talent and financial investment. A significant number have also secured major international competition wins, and financial backing from organisations like the British Film Institute (BFI).

PETER “NEROS” IBSEN (PRODUCER AND CONSULTANT)
Peter is a Danish Multi-platinum music producer/songwriter. He is also an engineer and instrumentalist. Ibsen has written songs for many international popstars including Lana Del Rey, Arlissa, Jessie J. He also manages Arlissa Matthew Pauling and 2025 Brit Awards Best Song of the Year nominated artist “bbyclose”.

THE OTHER PALACE
The Other Palace is dedicated to discovering, developing, exploring, and celebrating theatre. It’s a lively, friendly, and inventive place where ideas can be shared and explored, and the next generation of theatre-makers are encouraged, supported, and celebrated.
 
The venue has an extraordinary history dating back to 1766 when it began life as the Charlotte Chapel and was turned into the Westminster Theatre in 1931. In 2021 the venue was acquired by Bill Kenwright Ltd, one of the largest commercial theatre producers in the UK. 
 
The Other Palace Studio is a creative hub for both the aspiring and accomplished within the industry. The intimate space breaks down the barriers between audiences and performers and provides a platform for new musical theatre to be developed and celebrated. 
 
The Other Palace runs multiple schemes to nurture and develop new writing including the Making a Musical podcast, Musical Bites lunchtime readings, and a development grant.
 


LISTINGS
AYLA
THE OTHER PALACE 
30 NOVEMBER 2026 
Music by Gianluca Cucchiara
Lyrics by Andrew James Whelan
Book by Clive Frayne at Script Compass
 
Performance Time: 1hour 50 (inc. interval) 
			    
Tickets: From £25

Trigger Warnings: The production contains themes of conflict and war, references to death and loss. The performance may also contain loud music, flashing lighting, haze and smoke effects.

Venue: The Other Palace, Main House 
Address: 12 Palace Street, London, SW1E 5JA
Box Office: 020 7592 0302
	
Website: www.aylathemusical.com

Artwork: Available to download HERE
Headshots: Available to download HERE
The Other Palace Logo: Available to download HERE

Socials: 
Instagram: aylamusical
TikTok: aylathemusical
YouTube: AylaTheMusical
Concept Album available to listen to HERE 



PRESS CONTACT: EMMA HOLLAND PR (EHPR)
W:  www.emmahollandpr.com

Emma Holland 			                Didi Ralph
E: emma@emmahollandpr.com		E: didi@emmahollandpr.com
M: 0791 709 4203				M: 07872 895 081 
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